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girl who returned to the Islands for a visit after studying nursing in
New York was asked whether she enjoyed life more in the United States
or at home. 4kHow can one help enjoying it more there?" she answered.
"There one feels like doing things. Here one never feels like doing any-
thing." The whole matter is well summed up by a local proverb which
says that you cannot tell whether a Bahaman woman is pretty until she
goes away and has a chance to grow plump and get some color in her
cheeks. Some of the more thoughtful Bahaman parents send their chil-
dren to the United States or England, not just for education, but to live
permanently. They feel that the Bahamas are not a white man's country.
The chief trouble in the Bahamas seems to be the monotony of the
climate. Malaria and hookworm (disease, two of the chief scourges of
more tropical countries, are almost unknown. The temperature is not
excessive, and the hottest days are by no means so warm as in Kansas City,
for example. There are few cyclonic storms, however, and therefore few
changes, and little to stimulate activity. Hence, although people may
have good ideas and may intend to carry them out, it is very hard to make
an effort. When the Bahaman gets up in the morning he feels a sort of
dullness. The regular routine of daily life can be carried on without much
difficulty, but when a new kind of work is to be done, he says, "Wait till
tomorrow." Civilization will probably continue to make little progress
there until the Bahamans learn to overcome their climatic handicap*
The Canadian cousins of the Bahamans, on the contrary, make great
progress. They are full of that superabundant energy which makes peo-
ple want to get out and do something. We all know the feeling. It
sometimes leads us to do foolish and even harmful things, but on the
whole it keeps us profitably active and alert. This activity and alertness
are one chief reason why Canada is an important member of the family
of nations. The Bahaman should not be blamed for his inertia or the
Ontarian praised for his achievements. Differences in climate have led
to differences in diseases, diet, energy, and other respects so that progress
is far harder for one than for the other.
Climate Only One of the Factors That Promote Civilization. It must
not be forgotten that a stimulating climate is only one of the conditions
which promote civilization. The world may be likened to a canvas upon
which many artists are painting a picture of civilization. One artist,
called climate, paints colors which may be harmonious in one place and
unpleasantly lurid or faded in others. Race adds other tints, sometimes
good, sometimes bad; disease and diet still others; religion adds its own
special tints, and so do other phases of human culture, including indus-
tries, institutions, government, education, and other purely human inven-
tions. If all the colors are good in any part of the world, that region will

